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“USE MORE WOOD, GROW MORE TREES”
By Randy Piper, 

Founder and CEO of GreenWay, LLC: Reclaimed Beetle Kill Wood Products

Forests are the lungs of our planet.  Trees ‘inhale’ and store carbon and ‘exhale’ oxygen.  Forests are the largest single source of carbon absorption and sequestration.  Our forests are sick and dying.

There are about 60 million acres of dead forests in Western North America, and some predict there will be another 30-50 million dying over the next 10-15 years.  These dying forests will dump billions of tons of carbon into the atmosphere, while at the same time damaging our infrastructure of water and electricity, transportation and communication ways, communities and recreation areas; ultimately this will cause billions of dollars in costs and losses.  

We need to clean up our forests and utilize the resulting timber.  It is simply irresponsible not to do so.

When trees decay or burn, they release all the carbon stored in the fiber – thus this process is considered ‘carbon-neutral’, for they release the equivalent of what is stored.  
The carbon can be contained, or sequestered, when the tree is used as a wood product, or utilized to create electricity, heat, and fuels.  This could be considered be considered ‘carbon-negative’.  Thus utilization of trees for lumber and biomass can result in removing carbon from the environment.
Some studies suggest that our North American forests are at a ‘tipping point’ of off-putting more carbon than they absorb. Unfortunately, lack of management and an ill-fated practice of fire suppression for many years has resulted in weak, over-crowded, and unhealthy forests.  We do not need to raze our forests lands, for the amount of timber that needs to come out (amidst re-planting efforts), just to protect our water, power lines, urban and recreation areas, and other infrastructure, is enormous…. The question remains, “What do we do with all these dead trees?” Simply put, we need to utilize a significant amount of these dead trees; this can prevent carbon release through sequestration and can allow more living trees to cleanse our air.
Healthy forests, maintained through the natural process of fire, when combined with sustainable forestry and timber utilization, both for lumber and biomass applications, can create a ‘carbon-negative’ effect.  These and many other benefits, such as water cleansing and a healthy wildlife bio-diversity, leads many to believe that a ‘use more wood, grow more trees’ approach is key to reducing and sequestering carbon, and thereby creating a more sustainable world. 

The fantastic technologies of wind, water and solar energies do not absorb or reduce carbon, nor do they produce carbon, so once 
you discount the carbon footprint to manufacture the components, ship, install, and maintain the system, they are considered ‘carbon neutral’. 
Please join us in our efforts to clean up and restore health to our forests by using our ‘standing dead’ wood products, Be Green, Build Blue.
Randy Piper

A few other facts and viewpoints:
Source:
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“Wood has many environmental advantages over other building materials.  Primarily, it is renewable, recyclable and biodegradable.  It takes less energy and creates less pollution to transform trees into wood products than it does to manufacture steel, concrete or plastic products. Simply put, wood is a sustainable source of building materials.”

An additional comment by Randy Piper:

Many wood processing facilities, and most of the large mills, already use their own waste wood to create part or all of their own energy needs for production purposes.  This serves to further reduce the pollution and the carbon foot-print of manufacturing wood products beyond that of other construction materials.

Source: One on One: Seeing the Forest for the Trees
Excerpts from an Interview of Dr. Patrick Moore, Co-founder and former President of Greenpeace

By Bernadette Freund August 2003
Question:

One of the hot forestry topics is certification of forests and wood such as through the Forest Stewardship Council and the American Forest & Paper Assn.’s Sustainable Forest Initiative. What are your views on the importance of these programs to improve sustainable forest practices? What is your opinion of forest certification and wood certification?

Answer:

Certification in itself can be good at promoting the adoption of comprehensive systems for sustainable forest management. But it should not be a monopoly as the FSC seems to think.

It is a real problem that wood is required to meet a higher standard for sustainability than the competing building materials such as steel and concrete. Where’s the green steel and concrete? This ends up pushing architects away from our most renewable material and using materials that have more negative environmental impacts, a case of an uneven playing field.
Question:

What do you think are the most popular misconceptions about the wood industry that are perpetuated by environmentalist groups?

Answer:

There are a couple of key misconceptions that are spread by activist groups. First, they promote the idea that forestry (logging) is the main cause of forest loss when in fact it is agriculture and urbanization (deforestation) that causes forest loss. Forestry causes forest renewal. These groups use the term “logging” synonymously with clearing forests for agriculture, but that is farming, not forestry.

Second, they claim that forestry (logging) is the main cause of species extinction when they can’t actually name a single species made extinct by forestry. It is true that clearing forests for farming has caused species extinction, but again, that is farming not forestry.

These are the two main points they use for convincing people that it would be good to stop logging when in fact it would make a lot more sense to demand an end to farming, something they are unlikely to do as everyone knows we have to grow food.

But, as I say, “A world without forests is as unthinkable as a day without wood.” We actually depend on wood for our survival and our civilization as much as we do on food.

For additional information from Patrick Moore, go to www.greenspirit.com
